
Marks and Seals
Rev  7:2-3 I  saw 
another angel ascend 
from  the  sunrise, 
having the seal of the 

living  God.  He 
cried  with  a  loud 
voice  to  the  four 
angels  to  whom  it 
was given to harm the earth and the sea, saying,  “Don’t 
harm the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, until we have 
sealed the bondservants of our God on their foreheads!”

Rev 13:16-17 He causes all, the small and the great, the rich and the poor, and the 
free and the slave, to be given marks on their right hands, or on their foreheads; and 
that no one would be able to buy or to sell, unless he has that mark, the name of the 
beast or the number of his name.

Rev 14:9-12 Another angel, a third, followed them, 
saying  with  a  great  voice,  “If  anyone worships  the 
beast  and  his  image,,  and  receives  a  mark  on  his 
forehead or  on his  hand, he also  will  drink of  the 
wine of the wrath of God, which is prepared unmixed 
in the cup of his anger. He will be tormented with 

fire and sulfur in the presence of the holy 
angels,  and in the presence of  the Lamb. 
The  smoke  of  their  torment  goes  up 
forever and ever. They have no rest day and 
night, those who worship the beast and his 
image,  and whoever  receives the mark of 
his name.  Here is the patience of the holy 
ones, those who keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Yeshua.”

Rev 16:2 The first went, and poured out his bowl into the earth, 
and it became a harmful and evil sore on the people who had 
the mark of the beast, and who worshiped his image.
Rev 19:20 The beast was taken, and with him the false prophet 
who worked the signs in his sight, with which he deceived those 
who  had  received  the  mark  of  the  beast and those  who 
worshiped his image. These two were thrown alive into the lake 
of fire that burns with sulfur.
Rev 20:4 I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment 

was  given  to  them.  I  saw  the  souls  of  those  who  had  been  beheaded  for  the 

testimony of Yeshua, and for the word of God, and such as didn’t worship the beast 
nor his image, and didn’t receive the mark on their forehead and on their hand. They 
lived, and reigned with Messiah for a thousand years.

The tilak is a mark created by the smearing of powder or paste on the 
forehead. Occasionally it extends vertically and horizontally on a 
large part of the forehead and may cover the nose also. The most 
conspicuous and widespread are those worn by Vaishnavites or 
followers  of  Lord  Vishnu and  his  incarnations,  chiefly  Lord 
Krishna. The tilak consists of a long line starting from just below 
the hairline till almost the end of one's nose tip. It is intercepted 
in the middle by an elongated U. There may be two marks on the 
temples as well. This tilak is traditionally done with sandalwood 
paste, lauded in Hindu texts for its purity and cooling nature.

The other  major  tilak  variant  is  often worn by the  followers  of  Lord 
Shiva and the different  forms of  Devi  Shakti.  It  consists  of  three horizontal 
bands across the forehead with a single vertical band or circle in the middle. 
This is traditionally done with the ash or bhasma of the wood used in yagnyas to 
propitiate Lord Shiva or Devi Shakti. This variant is the more ancient of the two 
and  shares  many  common  aspect  with  similar  markings  worn  across  the  
world.1

The second type of forehead marking is the bindi, or dot, worn over the 
third eye by many Indian women, which shows whether they 

are married. Young, unmarried women 
wear  a  black  bindi,  and  married 
women  wear  a  bright  red  bindi. 
Widows,  whose  husbands  have  died, 

either  wear  no  bindi,  or  wear  a  white  dot  made  of  ash. 
Mothers  sometimes  place  black  bindi  on  the  foreheads  of 
babies and small children for protection against evil spirits.2

***When the biblical texts are liberated from the European stranglehold 
of  materialistic  interpretation,  it  seems  as  if  we are  dealing  with  principles, 
beliefs and practices that have their foundation in long-forgotten antiquity.  We 
are taught to believe that our faith began with the coming of some Christian 
missionary or preacher, the founding of some church, synagogue or temple, the 
organization of some tribe or people group, the establishment of some kingdom 
or country.  In truth, our faith is as old as the first interaction between humanity 
and the Creator.  This becomes evident when “free study” is permitted.  This is 
why “free study” is, generally, prohibited.***     amaryah-sabba@live.com

1 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tilaka
2 http://www.fashionencyclopedia.com/fashion_costume_culture/The-Ancient-World-

India/Forehead-Markings.html
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